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time the men, having drawn the plan thereof, cleared
away the snow with their snowshoes, or with shovels
which they make and carry expressly for this purpose.
Imagine now a great ring or square in the snow, two,
three or four feet deep, according to the weather or
the place where they encamp. This depth of snow
makes a white wall for us, which surrounds us on
all sides, except the end where it is broken through
to form the door. The framework having been
brought, which consists of twenty or thirty poles,
more or less, according to the size of the cabin, it is
planted, not upon the ground but upon the snow;
then they throw upon these poles, which converge
[187] a little at the top, two or three rolls of bark
sewed together, beginning at the bottom, and be-
hold, the house is made. The ground inside, as well
as the wall of snow which extends all around the
cabin, is covered with little branches of fir; and, as
a finishing touch, a wretched skin is fastened to two
poles to serve as a door, the doorposts being the
snow itself. Now let us examine in detail all the
comforts of this elegant Mansion.

You cannot stand upright in this house, as much
on account of its low roof as the suffocating smoke;
and consequently you must always lie down, or sit
flat upon the ground, the usual posture of the Sav-
ages. When you go out, the cold, the snow, and the
danger of getting lost in these great woods drive you
in again more quickly than the wind, and keep you a
prisoner in a dungeon which has neither lock nor key.

This prison, in addition to the uncomfortable posi-
tion that one must occupy upon a bed of earth, has
four other great discomforts,— cold, heat, smoke, and



